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CWLSA  STATE COUNCIL MEETING  

PORT PIRIE 
 

On Tuesday 28th October, 28 members from 10 CWL Branches met at Port Pirie Sport and Community Club 
for our Catholic Women’s League of South Australia State Council meeting. The venue was very welcoming 
for people who had driven a long way from Adelaide, Mid North, Yorke Peninsula, Copper Coast and Eyre 
Peninsula.  After enjoying a welcome cuppa with beautiful home made  
biscuits we settled down to the meeting at 11:30am. 
 

There were reports from CWLSA State President, CWLSA State Treasurer 
CWL Archdiocesan President and CWL Diocesan President. There were 
also tabled reports from South Australian Church Women (SACW) and 
Traveller’s Aid Society (TAS). 
 

Bishop Karol Kulczycki, Bishop of the Diocese of Port Pirie, was able to  
join us for part of the morning. He was celebrating the fifth anniversary  
of his Episcopal Ordination and Installation as the Bishop of Port Pirie  
Diocese. He took time to speak to the CWL Members about the importance 
of supporting one another and also spoke about supporting  
evangelisation programmes in our Parishes. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The meeting closed at 12:04 and there was a short break before we 
celebrated Liturgy of The Word with Holy Communion, prepared and 
led by CWL Port Pirie Spiritual Adviser, Sr Kerry Keenan. 
 

Lunch was served about 1pm. Members had made their choices and 
ordered lunch on arrival at the venue.  The catering was excellent. 
 

After lunch Delia Guy, from the Port Pirie Conference of St Vincent 
de Paul, spoke to us about the history of the Society of St Vincent de 
Paul as well as the work they do nowadays in and around Port Pirie.  
 

The day finished before 3 o’clock and everyone headed out of the 
venue for the drive home, no doubt chatting about the experience of 
another good day spent with CWL friends and acquaintances. 
 

 

 

WUCWO PLANTING HOPE CAMPAIGN 
 

CWLSA ladies, Denise Mc Cabe, Barbara Mott and  
Karen de Sousa joined with several students and young 

adults recently for a tree planting exercise  
at the Adelaide Catholic Cemetery. 

 

The Catholic Office for Youth and Young Adults (COYYA)  
is engaged in planting trees annually 

 around the time of the Season of Creation. 
 

This year CWLSA was happy to sponsor the cost  
of the 1200 trees 
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CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE of SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

STATE PRESIDENT’S REPORT   Sue Williams 
 

Earlier this month I attended the Eyre Peninsula Women’s Retreat at Thuruna on behalf of Catholic 
Women’s League SA.  This is an annual retreat that has been running for 33 years and is organized by Sister 
Kerry’s sister,  Mary Westlake.  Mary is a quiet achiever who actually enjoys organising this camp and 
seeing the women come together from all over Eyre Peninsula to relax in each other’s company, share 
their stories together and support each other through life’s trials and tribulations.  
And what a lot of trials and tribulations these women have endured over the years.   
 

The facilitator for the weekend  was Fr Michael Trainor and he  
spoke on the previous Pope’s Encyclical ‘Dilexit Nos’ …. 
 “He Loved Us”   This encyclical couldn’t have been more  
appropriate for the situation, ‘The Importance of the Heart’ ,   
‘Jesus’ never-ending love for us’,  ‘Devotion to the Sacred Heart’   
and ‘Actions of the Heart’, were all topics that resonated  
deeply with this group of women.   
 

There was laughter and tears over the course of the weekend  
as well as a lot of chatter, walks on the beach and sitting around  
relaxing over good food and the occasional glass of wine. 
Most of the women who attended, had been coming for years and knew each other really well, but a few, 
like me, were first timers. We were all made to feel really welcome. It was a time to renew old friendships 
and to make new ones.  
 

CWLSA had been asked earlier this year to help finance this event as it was becoming more and more 
expensive to run. With the hardships on the land and also in the iron smelter at Whyalla, it was decided 
that we should support the event.  I’m so glad we did and I hope we will find a way to support this annual 
retreat into the future. 
 

The Eyre Peninsula Women’s Retreat is exactly what CWL is all about. We are a group of women coming 
together to support each other in our life journey and especially in our Faith Journey.  There are times 
when we need all the support we can get, and there are times when we can offer support to others, but 
the support is always there within the group.  
 

Branch life is so important in this regard. Think about your own Branch. Think about those Branch 
Members who live alone and have no one to build them up. Think about those members who might have 
suffered great tragedies or had to endure great hardship and look to the CWL Branch as a place where they 
can relax and momentarily forget their troubles. Think about those Branch members who might have no 
other Catholic Family to share their faith journey.  Then there are the Branch members who are full of 
energy, bouncing along organising fundraisers and morning teas. We all come together to work together as 
a Branch and support each other.  We are so lucky to have Catholic Women’s League in our lives. 
 

We are also all very lucky to be a part of Catholic Women’s League South Australia at this particular time in 
its history, a time when we are benefiting from the work of our previous CWL members. We no longer 
need to work hard to raise money for worthy causes. We have more than enough money in hand and it 
belongs to each and every Branch, each and every member.   
 

I was talking to a couple of ladies recently about starting a Catholic Women’s League Branch in their Parish. 
I said to them that Catholic Women’s League is already well known but that along with that comes a 
preconceived idea about what we do.  Many women who have been members in the past might feel like 
they have had a lucky escape from all that work and fundraising !   
No way they want to become involved again,  and who can blame them in this busy world.  
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We do need to work hard but not to raise money. We need to work hard to change our image.   
Part of the problem is our Motto.  Somebody way back when decided that CWL stands for Charity, Work, 
Loyalty and we’ve been Working for Charity and staying Loyal to our Parishes ever since !  
I think it’s time for a change.   
 

Personally, I think of CWL as Charity, Welcome and Love.   We can still support our favourite Charities 
without all the hard work of the past. We are a very Welcoming bunch of ladies, but we need to be more 
Welcoming and encourage more of our Parishioners to join our Branches. We all Love CWL that’s why we 
stick with it, but we need to tell everyone else what we Love about it.  Somebody has given you the gift of 
CWL and now you need to share that gift with others.  
 

We are fast approaching the Season of Christmas, the season of giving.  
Why not give the gift of CWL to someone in your Parish ?  
If we each invited one other person to come along and share our CWL Christmas lunch, maybe they would 
accept the gift of Catholic Women’s League and take it into their life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

POINTS TO PONDER 
 

Why did you join Catholic Women’s League ? 

Why are you still in Catholic Women’s League ? 

What does Catholic Women’s League mean to you ? 

When was the last time you invited someone to come along  

to Catholic Women’s League? 

Would your CWL Branch Christmas lunch be a good time to invite someone  

 to come along to join in the fun of Catholic Women’s League ? 

 

If you would like to share your thoughts, please forward to  

cwlsasecretary@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

The Eyre Peninsula Women’s Retreat earlier 
this month was a gift to me and to all the 
women who were involved.  It was even a gift 
to Mary, which is why she enjoys organising it 
each year.   
The Eyre Peninsula Women’s Retreat 
recognizes the need we all have to come 
together on a regular basis with trusted friends 
to share our Faith, our hopes, our dreams and 
our challenges. 

That’s what Catholic Women’s League  
is all about. 

We just need to enjoy the gift 
 and spread the word. 
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    CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE of SOUTH AUSTRALIA  

CWL  PORT PIRIE DIOCESAN PRESIDENT’S REPORT  Anne Redden  
 

I feel very honoured to be president of the Port Pirie Diocese this year  
and to be very ably supported by Sister Kerry Keenan, our Spiritual Advisor, 
and members of the executive. Anne Marie and Philomena keep us  
informed on State happenings and Philomena and Carmel, our secretaries,  
keep things running efficiently. Barbara di Michelis, our long standing  
treasurer, is seeking assistance due to family illness. 

     

Following the AGM and the Diocesan Assembly and the Easter season,  
Vicariate meetings began. The Eastern Cathedral Vicariate was at  
Peterborough with Jamestown attending. Mass, celebrated by Father Ramel,  
was followed by lunch at the Railway Hotel. Following branch reports the  

principal of St Joseph’s School, Tayler Meyer, addressed the gathering. Members are very busy supporting 
their parishes. 
 

The next Vicariate was at Waikerie on 23rd May. Waikerie, Berri and Loxton and members of the executive 
met at the Waikerie Hotel for Mass followed by reports and an address by Danny, a former police officer 
who has worked in the Aboriginal Lands, which was extremely informative. The three branches join for 
functions and are active with other denominations as well as supporting their own parishes. Prayer 
Partners has celebrated 30 years and is an important activity. 
 

The Cathedral Vicariate was at Kadina on 25th June with members from Port Pirie, Port Broughton and the 
Copper Coast in attendance. Father Steve celebrated Mass and outlined the functions of CWL in his homily. 
We lunched at the church hall, where Sister Kerry had attended school.  
 

CWL members attended Sister Kerry’s mother’s funeral at Kadina. Our sincere sympathy to sister.  
 

A Retreat was held at Thuruna recently, attended by women from the area, joined by State President Sue. 
The weekend received some financial assistance from CWL state funds. 
 

A Reflection Day last week at Geraldine and John Slattery’s  
farm near Narridy with facilitator Lorraine Muir from  
Barmera who led us on the theme “Story lines”,  
inviting us to discover ourselves through stories.  
The beginning was from the Book of Genesis  
Chapter 1 verses 1-2. Then followed “ The Dreamtime”- 
a reading on the Aboriginal Creation Myth- linking the  
past, the present and the people to the land. We learnt  
about the power of the word and the power of prayer.  
Sister Kerry then led a Eucharistic Service.  
A creative session after lunch was limited by rain.  
A great day of reflection and friendship. 
 

Port Augusta hopes to hold their Vicariate early next year.  
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CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE of SOUTH AUSTRALIA  

CWL ARCHDIOCESAN PRESIDENT’S REPORT  Sue Sheldrick  
 

For those of you who don’t know me, I am the new Adelaide Archdiocesan  
president for 2025. I am a member of the Next-Gen branch which along with  
Western Beaches is one of the new branches in SA. 
 
I am pleased to be in Port Pirie today. I am sorry to say that I have only ever been 
to Port Pirie once but have been on the by-pass road many times. I would like to  
tell you what CWL Adelaide has been doing this year. I actually feel a bit of a  
fraud as all the meetings for 2025 were set prior to the AGM and guest speakers  
had been organized so basically, I just have to remember to turn up and have a 
report ready.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A few members then attended the last ACW meeting in SA to celebrate 60 years of FLC. Hearing about all 
the help FLC does for women around the world was amazing. The small donations, that seem insignificant 
to us, help fund projects to improve the living conditions of women in poorer countries and supports grants 
for women’s education. 

 

 

 

We decided that city branches would no longer hold regional meetings 
but instead they would host an Archdiocesan meeting. Glenelg was our 
host for the meeting on 17th May. The meeting was well attended by 25 
members from 8 branches. A great guest speaker, Kelly Bonyon, the 
principle of Compass Catholic Community. This school is directed at 17–
24-year-olds who wish to complete their SACE but faced barriers in main 
stream schooling.  
 

 

Four of our Exec members travelled to Bordertown on 
the 19th of May for my first regional meeting. It was 
lovely to meet the members of the lower southeast.  
We had a delicious lunch and then the guest speaker 
spoke about building toilets in Nepal so that female 
teachers and students could attend school every day 
instead of having to stay home for a week each month.  
 

 

16 members attended our Reflection Day on the 5th of August.  
Sister Jenny Seal, from the Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, 
was the facilitator.  
She spoke about her calling. She talked about the Jubilee and asked us 
what hope means to us.  
She believed that CWL and the Sisters have many things in common. 
Both groups are women of faith aiming to help and educate women.  
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On the 18th of September four executives attended  
the Upper Southeast regional meeting. Another great  
lunch and Mass. 
Fr George spoke of his life and his journey to  
Priesthood and Australia from Kenya.  
 
 
 
 

 
Our next meeting was on the 30th of September hosted by 
Tranmere. It was well supported by more than 30 members. 
We enjoyed a great lunch and Sister Ali Roach spoke to us 
about her work as a case worker at Catherine House.  
 
 
 
 

Moving our Archdiocesan meetings to branch locations has been beneficial. Our numbers have increased 
as parking is limited in the city.  
Our last meeting of 2025 will be held on the 2nd of December in the Adelaide Cathedral Hall. 
 

_________________________________________ 
 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN  (SACW)       Maureen Clark 

     
At our meeting in July, we celebrated the work of the Winifred Kiek Memorial  
Scholarship Trust. 
The Trust supports women who wish to undertake tertiary studies for a year  
to further their chosen career. 
The applicants come from Asian countries, Pacific Island nations and  
Multicultural Australia in a three year rotation. 
The speaker at the meeting was the Reverend Gethzi, an Anglican priest from 
India.  She spoke about the difficulties for women in India to study because of 
the caste system. 
 

The September meeting was a celebration of the Fellowship of the Least Coin. The Fellowship of the 
Least Coin (FLC) is affiliated with Asian Church Women’s Conference of which Australian Church Women 
is a member. 
We heard about the history of this worldwide organisation and how it provides grants for projects that 
promote justice, peace and reconciliation.  
 

A formal motion was put to the meeting that South Australian Church Women Incorporated apply to the 
Department of Business and Consumer Affairs for voluntary deregistration and that the Public Officer be 
authorised to make the application for voluntary deregistration. 
A further motion was then put, that, after payment of any debts, the remaining assets of South 
Australian Church Women Inc. be distributed to the Winifred Kiek Memorial Scholarship Trust. 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN  (SACW)  continued.. 
 

The abovementioned motions are a legal requirement so that SACW can close at the Annual General 
Meeting on Friday 14th November in Pilgrim Church, to which service everyone is invited. 
 

Catholic Women’s League branches will still continue to send their FLC contributions to their Diocesan 
Treasurers, who will send them to the State CWL Treasurer, who has been given a bank account number 
to which the money is to be sent. 
 

_______________________________________ 
 

STATE TREASURER’S REPORT to CWLSA STATE COUNCIL   

28th October 2025 

Presented by Sue Sheldrick 
 

For Period ending 28th October 
Total Income                                                                                  $     381,354.67 
Total Expenditure                                                                          $       77,709.05 
Total Surplus for the year                                                             $    303,645.62 
Balance carried forward                                                                $7,953,780.11 
Total Accumulated Funds                                                             $ 8,257,425.73 

 
CWL FINANCE SUMMARY  
Total Funds - $8,257,425.73  
We have received almost $362,000 interest payments to date. 
Our $5 Million term deposit matured on the 9th July and we received $260,000 in interest.  
Our $2.5 Million continues to add to our interest monthly.  
All interest is deposited into our maximiser account in readiness for our $500,000 donation to Catherine 
House before the end of the year.  
 

We have a total of 253 members and SA income totals $1,250.  
 

Our other income items don't really count as they flow in and out of our account.  
They cover WUCWO Collections and Magazine, and Least Coin.  
 

Our expenses include audit costs of $594, WUCWO annual fees of $135.28, NCW fees $90, insurance $950 
and State travel and office expenses for $475.  
We also paid $3,115 for the registration for 7 members to attend the WUCWO Conference.   
 

We donated $650 to NET Ministries and $20,000 to Centacare Country Whyalla, $1,500 to Pt Pirie prison 
ministry and $500 towards the cost of Pt Pirie's Reflection Day.  
We also donated $2029 to Catholic Youth for 800 trees to plant for the Season of Creation.  
We have also donated $10,000 to each of the following organizations, Centacare, Catherine House, 
Vinnies and Hutt Street. 
 

If anyone who was unable to attend the Council Meeting 
wishes to see the full report please contact Sue Sheldrick and one will be forwarded to you. 
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THE TRAVELLERS’ AID SOCIETY IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC.  Barbara Mott 
 
 

Barbara Mott is CWLSA Rep on Travellers’ Aid Society, and she has forwarded the 
Travellers’ Aid Society President’s report from their AGM held on 10th Sept 2025. 
 

 

“The activities for the year started slowly due to the continuing effects  
of the previous years’ health problems within the SA community.   
Welfare payments and enquiries have not picked up as anticipated,  
with a plateauing of these enquiries as well. 
 

As our Welfare payments are not up to expectations, we gave donations to local  
agencies that we deal with regularly, viz. Adelaide Day Centre, Hutt Street Centre, and Catherine House. 
Donations to these charities for the year 2024/2025 have totalled $30,000. 
 

Also, without the rest of us, the office and general running of the Society would not happen, thank you to 
Rae, Barry, Leonie, and Malcolm and Barb for your support during the past year. 
 

As our numbers have diminished markedly, our monthly meetings are now held at the Office followed by 
further discussions and refreshments at the Guardsman Café in the Station Concourse. 
 

An appreciative thanks also goes to Silvers Auto for their generous help in supplying fuel via our payment 
system. 
 

We are continually having trouble with arrangements for interstate travel. Changes in procedures of bus 
companies have made our involvement more difficult due to our restrictions in payment methods eg 
cheques are now not accepted by the companies. This has been solved in part by agencies making a direct 
full payments of fares, with Travellers Aid reimbursing our share to the agency by cheque. 
 

We continue to enjoy the patronage of the Governor’s partner, Mr Rod Bunten, with the various 
invitations received. 
 

I also note the passing of our esteemed friend of Travellers Aid, Miss Erica Cox. Erica was a long serving 
committee representative of the Victoria League. David Searles President 10th September 2025” 
 

_________________________________ 
 

CWLSA STATE EXECUTIVE CONTACT DETAILS 
 

State President: Sue Williams songvaarsue@msn.com  0466 184 788 
Past President: Anne redden anneredden@outlook.com 0418 829 505 
Vice President:  Anne Marie Clark clarkjam1@bigpond.com  0427 604 992 
Vice President:  Barbara Mott  barbyrussell@gmail.com  0408 290 229 

       State Secretary:      POSITION VACANT     cwlsasecretary@gmail.com 
State Treasurer:  Sue Sheldrick suesheldrick63@gmail.com  0417 819 432 
State Committee:  Philomena Jeffrey  phil.jeffrey@internode.on.net  0437 063 303 
State Committee: Janet Videon Janet.Videon@sa.gov.au  0413 473 092 
State Committee: Denise McCabe  denmccabe47@gmail.com  0438 378 301 
State Committee: Jane Scott  janescottnz@gmail.com  0447 774 628 
State Committee: Linda Gill  1956lindag@gmail.com  0401 296 936 
WUCWO Int. Sec Karen de Sousa  kazdesousa@gmail.com  0448 890 515 
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