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At our CWLSA Executive meeting on 1% September,
we celebrated two birthdays,
Janet Videon, CWLSA Social Issues Convenor,
and Sue Sheldrick, CWLSA State Treasurer.
We were generously hosted for this meeting
by some members of CWL Next Gen
at the Goodwood Parish Hall.
It was an evening meeting,
so they provided soup and savouries afterwards,
as well as the birthday cake.

and Barbara Mott, CWLSA State Vice President,

In August, two members of CWLSA Executive,
Sue Williams, CWLSA State President,

travelled on Pilgrimage to Penola
for a Jubilee Year Mass concelebrated by
His Grace, Archbishop Patrick O’Regan
and three local Priests from the SE

In September, six members of CWLSA
joined WUCWO International Secretary,
Karen de Sousa,
at the WUCWO Asia Pacific Conference
held at Mary MacKillop Place, North Sydney.
It was an amazing experience to join with
well over a hundred women from Australia, Fiji,
New Zealand, South Korea, India, Japan,
Philippines and Indonesia for three days of
listening, discussing and supporting each other
with WUCWO ideals




At our State Executive meeting, Janet Videon gave a report from the National Launch of
the Australian Catholic Bishop’s 2025 Social Justice Statement. The Statement is entitled
‘Signs of Hope on the Edge: Serving People Living in Homelessness and Mental Ill-Health’ .

This launch took place at Louise Place and the presentation was by Fr Dean Marin.
Several other CWL members attended and were able to discuss with Megan Welsh,
Centacare, the current needs at Louise Place and how CWLSA could help.

As always at CWLSA Executive meetings, there was some discussion about funds,
where they are at, how much interest we have received and how to use the money.
The role of CWLSA Executive has completely changed in the last couple of years.

We have gone from owning and managing a very old property that was ‘leaking’ money in
upkeep and maintenance, to now being the managers of a considerable amount of money
that keeps growing with the interest that is added periodically.

This is indeed a fortunate position to be in and we would like all CWL members to think
about the difference this will make to them and the way they run their Branches.
We often hear from Branches that they are struggling to find or keep their members, they
are looking at closing, because their membership is low and they can’t raise the money or
do all the activities that they used to do. This is not what CWL is about.

CWL stands for Charity, Work, Loyalty,
but many Branches place the greatest emphasis on WORK,
and judge their success by the amount of money they raise.
This is not what CWL is about either.

In fact, there is NO NEED for any of our Branches to raise any money
if they don’t want to. This is not what CWL is about.

If you are keen to raise money for a particular Charity or Project,
ask yourself what are your members getting out of it ?
Will they enjoy the process of earning the money by their own hands,
or will it be another burden to everyone ?
If it is a burden, please don’t do it.
CWL is not meant to be a burden it is meant to be a support and a joy.

If you think one of your local Charities desperately needs money,
write a letter to CWLSA Finance group.
Outline the need, the project, and request some funds.

If you have been donating to Catherine House, Vinnies, Centacare,
for years and years, ask yourself whether you still need to do that.
CWLSA has a huge pool of money
and is donating to these very Charities regularly on your behalf.

You are all CWLSA members. This is your money and we are helping you spend it.
There is no need for your Branch to be fundraising to also donate to these same Charities.

You are already donating through CWLSA funds.




There have been many opportunities lately for CWLSA Executive members to promote
CWL and spread the word about how good the organisation still is, even today.
Sue W and Barbara spoke to many people in Penola and the South East about CWL.
No one said, “What is that?” So they have all heard of us !
Some had an interest in what CWL was doing nowadays, and some had an opinion based
on past interactions with CWL. No one spoke badly of CWL.
It is an organisation that has earned respect and is treasured by many
current and past members.

We would like to spread the word to more women about the wonderful organization we
are part of. Some of our Executive members have already offered to visit other Parishes
and promote CWL in those Parishes. If you would like a CWL Executive member to visit
your Parish and help with a drive to boost CWL membership, or even start a new Branch,
please contact one of the Executive and tell us what you need.

All Executive contact details are at the end of this page.

Our next CWLSA State Council Meeting will be held in Port Pirie
on Tuesday 28" October at 11am
The Port Room, Port Pirie Football Club, Wanderah Road.

All Branch members are also State Council Members so are invited to attend this meeting.
There are only two State Council meetings per year, and they are our only chance to catch
up with members from the whole State, not just our own Arch/Diocese.

Delia Guy will be our Guest Speaker and will tell us of her involvement with Vinnies
and some of the Vinnies Projects in Port Pirie and surrounds.

Lunch is available for purchase at the venue and we plan to finish by 3:30pm.

The theme of our recent World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations (WUCWO)
Conference in Sydney, was ‘Womanhood, a Great Treasure’ .
Our WUCWO Vice President, Juliette Ramamurthy, from India,
referred to womanhood as the cradle of life where families are nurtured,
values are taught and societies are built.
The same could be said of CWLSA
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