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CWLSA  STATE and ARCHDIOCESAN COMBINED AGM 
 

On Monday 13th April, 22 people from 10 CWL Branches met at Cathedral Hall Adelaide for our CWLSA 
State and CWL Archdiocesan Combined AGM.   Combining the two AGMs makes sense as it is mostly the 
same people who attend both AGMs, and combining them saves people time and travel. We trialled a 
combined AGM in 2025 and it worked well so we have repeated it this year 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to find out more about this position and what it entails, please contact Sue Williams.  
It is a position that can be shared between two or more people.  
 

After lunch, Joyce van der Smam from The Adelaide Day Centre came to speak to us about the important 
opportunities this centre offers to people in Adelaide. Greg Mead, nephew of Sr Janet Mead,  also 
attended and answered questions about how the centre functions and who attends. 
A donation of $1000 was made to assist with the work at The Adelaide Day Centre. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Chaplain, Fr Brian was an apology, so, CWL member Geraldine 
McAskill, led a Reflection called, ‘The Original Go Fund Me’ based on 
her story of encounter with some people begging, and how she reacted 
differently each time. 
 

There were reports from the Archdiocesan Secretary, the Diocesan 
Secretary, the State Treasurer and the Archdiocesan Treasurer as well 
as WUCWO.  There were tabled reports from the CWLSA Reps for 
Social Justice,  The National Council of Women (NCW) and Travellers 
Aid Society (TAS) 
 

The new CWLSA State Executive was announced and the new 
Archdiocesan Executive was also announced. There was no need for an 
election as there was not a surplus of nominations. All positions were 
filled except CWLSA State Secretary.  
 

 

 

 

CWL Member, Pat Murphy, introduces guest speaker  
Joyce van der Smam who came to speak to us  

during the lunch break 



 
 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE DIOCESE of PORT PIRIE  

DIOCESAN EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT  

 

Madam President, and members of our Diocesan Catholic Women’s League. 
It is with pleasure that I present the Annual Report of the League, in our  
Diocese, for 2025. 
 

At December 2025 we had 9 Branches (including Cummins) and 98 members. 
 

In May 2025 Waikerie Branch celebrated their 62nd year of CWL, and  
Margaret Blazinic  celebrated 60 years as a member of their Branch.  
  

Members and Fr Leo visited her in Pioneer Haven to celebrate the occasion. 
 

Long term members of Port Broughton Branch, Claire Button and Maureen  
Baynes, received their 25 year Certificates. 
 

Diocesan Executive members attended Vicariate Meetings throughout our Diocese; CWL National 
Conference in Sydney, State Council Meeting held in Port Pirie, and State Conference at Berri. 
 

Many of our Executive Members and Branch members attended the 

Diocesan Assembly, with some involved on the Committee for preparation of 

the Assembly;  the Port Pirie Diocese Executive Reflection Day held at 

“Slatterys’ farm” with Lorraine Muir on 21st October 2025, with the theme of 

“An invitation to discover ourselves through story”.  With our thanks again to 

Sr Kerry Keenan for preparing and leading us in our liturgy with Holy 

Communion, guiding us through the spiritual part of the day, which is also so 

Inspiring. 
 

Volunteering is important to our members, especially taking Holy 

Communion to the sick and frail in their homes, nursing homes and hospitals, 

visiting people in Hospital and Aged Care Homes, assisting Vinnies, 

 Fred’s Van, Meals on Wheels, Christian Bookshop, Op Shops and Community Connect Call services, 

providing daily phone calls to aged people living alone. 
 

We support our Parish Priests, attend to washing of Church linen, World Day of Prayer, Vinnies’ Op Shop, 

Fred’s Van, Prayer Groups, Women’s Information Service, and attend activities organised by other 

churches, some members of the Diocesan Executive Committee are on State Committee, assist with 

Diocesan Archives, Diocesan Assembly and CWL AGM in Port Pirie. 
 

Branches send cards to Parishioners for Bereavement, Get Well, special birthdays, and to local schools. 

We support Least Coin collection, Mons. Clune Burse Fund, WUCWO, Hutt Street, Cancer Council, St 

Vinnies Winter Appeal, Caritas, and Prison Ministry. 
 

Morning Teas are held after Sunday Masses, Rural Women’s Retreat at Thuruna is attended by women on 

the West Coast annually.  Members clean and decorate their Churches, are Special Ministers, and take 

elderly parishioners out for coffee and chat. Members are involved with other Community organisations, 

including Probus, Novita, Carols by Candlelight, Pastoral Care Teams, and Annual Riverland Christmas 

Appeal. 

 

 
 

 

 

Lorraine Muir and 
Norma Canete 

at Slatterys’ Farm 
Retreat Day 

 



 

 Thank you to Sr Kerry, our Diocesan Chaplain, for her spiritual direction and continued support of CWL,  

and also for her pastoral work throughout our Diocese.  
 

We give support to our Bishop, Priests, Deacons and Religious and they in turn support us.  With fewer 

Priests, many hours are spent travelling throughout our Diocese to provide parishioners with Mass and the 

Sacraments. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to thank the members of the Executive for their support, guidance and friendship.  A special 
thank you to our President, Anne Redden, for her work both in our Diocese and at State level, to our 
Treasurer, Barbara DeMichelis, for taking care of our finances, and a special thank you to my Minute 
Secretary, Carmel Kelly, who I could not do without.  I would also like to thank Anne Redden and Carmel 
Kelly for their work producing and collating our Newsletter “Along the Grapevine”.   
 

We keep in our thoughts and prayers our CWL members who have died during the year. 
 

Thank you again, and may the Holy Spirit continue to bless, guide and keep us safe 
as we walk our everyday journey. 
God bless, 
Philomena Jeffrey 
Secretary, CWL Port Pirie Diocesan Executive 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Eyre Peninsula 

Women’s Retreat, 

Thuruna October 2025 

CWLSA  State Council Meeting Port Pirie October 2025 



 

 

     

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE ARCHDIOCESE of ADELAIDE  

ARCHDIOCESAN EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT  
 

The Archdiocese of Adelaide had twelve Branches of CWL in 2025 and approx 146  
members.  Six of those Branches, with 87 members,  are in the suburbs of Adelaide.  
The remaining six Branches are in Country areas, and have approx 59 members 
 between them.  
 

The Archdiocesan Executive in 2025 had nine members and met regularly  
throughout the year, usually after each Archdiocesan Council meeting, but  
also had a planning meeting in January before any other events took place.  
Our January planning meeting is very important to CWL Archdiocese as that 
is where we set up the programme and guest speakers for the year. 
 

At our Archdiocesan Executive planning meeting in 2025, we came up with a proposal to go back to Nell 
Kain’s original plan for Regional meetings set up in the 1970s.  It might seem like a backward step, but in 
fact it has worked out very well for the Archdiocese.  So, in 2025 we held just three Regional meetings, and 
these were all in country areas only.   
 

Some of the other Branches, who are not in country areas, were asked to take a turn at hosting an 
Archdiocesan Council meeting and to give a Branch report when they hosted.  This plan has worked really 
well in its first year and we look forward to more Branches in the suburbs taking a turn at hosting this year. 
 

Our three Regional meetings were held on Yorke Peninsula, for the Minlaton Branch in March 2025;  in the 
Lower South East for the Keith and Bordertown Branches in May 2025; and in the Upper South East for the 
Birdwood, Stirling and Murray Bridge Branches in September 2025. 
 

Each of these Regional Meetings was well attended by local members and other Parishioners as well as 
members of the Archdiocesan Executive. Each Branch gave a report at the meeting outlining their Branch 
activities for the previous 12 months. Country Branches are often our smaller Branches but they do work 
extremely hard in their Parishes taking on roles of support for the Parish Priest and the congregation, as 
well as being a Catholic presence in their small towns and communities.   
 

Regional meetings in country areas are very important occasions.  
 

➢ They offer an opportunity for Branches to get together with other Branches in their region, to share 
ideas and form support groups 

 

➢ They offer an opportunity for the Executive members to hear about Branch activities and to 
encourage members to keep going. 

 

➢ Most importantly, for those Branches that are hundreds of kilometres away from Adelaide, 
Regional meetings offer perhaps the only opportunity for Branch members and the Executive to 
meet face to face, to get to know each other and to encourage each other 

 

For these reasons CWL Archdiocesan Executive is keen to encourage the continuation of Regional meetings 
in Country areas.   
 

With the cessation of Regional meetings in suburban Branches, two of our suburban Branches hosted 
Archdiocesan Council meetings in 2025.   Glenelg took a turn in May,  and Tranmere hosted in September.  
Attendances at these two meetings were excellent.  When Glenelg hosted an Archdiocesan meeting on a 
Saturday morning there were 25 members from 8 Branches;  and when Tranmere hosted an Archdiocesan 
meeting at Norwood there were 30 members from 9 Branches plus 3 visitors.   
 

 



 

 

Maybe it was because we were meeting on Branch members’ home turf instead of here in the Cathedral 
Hall, or maybe it was because we had one of those meetings on a Saturday instead of the usual weekday, 
but either way the new arrangement was successful and we will continue with it this year.  Next Gen plan 
to host an Archdiocesan Council meeting on Saturday 20th June,  and Clearview plan to host an 
Archdiocesan Council meeting on Wednesday 21st October  at 7pm, our first night time meeting. 
 

All branch members, whether Regional or suburban,  are the life blood of Catholic Women’s League in 
the Archdiocese, and their activities are many and varied depending on their own situation.  In their 
Branch reports we hear how they assist with a variety of Parish Ministries, as well as catering for Parish 
events and at Funerals. They find as many ways as possible to raise funds for their favourite Charities, 
holding morning teas, raffles, trading tables or working in the Community Op Shop.   
 

Branches across the Archdiocese have ingenious ways of being a real presence in their Parishes. They 
take up ministries within the Parish,  supporting the sick, the housebound and those in Nursing homes. 
They acknowledge their younger Parishioners as they receive the Sacraments of Baptism, First Holy 
Communion or Confirmation. They support new  Parishioners arriving in the area,  and are sometimes 
involved in the RCIA programme. CWL Branches are often busy at Easter and Christmas time making sure 
that there are activities or signs in their Parishes and Communities that remind people of the true 
meaning of these seasons.  Some Branches have taken up the offer from CWLSA State and have 
requested funds for their own local projects and this has been an excellent way of highlighting new 
projects for CWLSA State Executive to consider and support.  
 

This year the CWLSA State Executive has been encouraging Branches not to work their members too 
hard. Branches in many cases are getting smaller, and members are getting older, and besides there is 
not the same need now to raise funds because we already have a large pool of funds to share across the 
State.   
 

Some Branches enjoy their Fundraising events and gain great satisfaction from raising their own funds to 
support their own favourite Charities and this is to be commended, but is no longer essential.   
 

What is essential is to find a meaning or purpose for the existence of the Branch and its members. 
   

Many of our Archdiocesan Members this year took part in a CWL survey conducted by the State 
Executive.   
 

There were five simple questions to answer and the first two were:- 
1. Why did you join Catholic Women’s League ? 
2. Why are you still in Catholic Women’s League ? 

 

You won’t be surprised to hear that not one person said they joined Catholic Women’s League so that 
they could run trading tables and raffles.   
 

You won’t be surprised to hear that not one person said they are still in Catholic Women’s League 
because they enjoy catering for Parish events and funerals. 
 

The third question :-  What does Catholic Women’s league mean to you ? 
Brought a variety of responses, but the words that appeared most were the words   ’faith’    ‘Catholic’   
and    ‘support’ 
 

In summary,  it seems that most of our Members are looking for a community of like-minded women, 
who will support them in their Faith journey and enrich them in their life as a Catholic.   
 

It might be interesting sometime to ask those three questions at a Branch planning meeting and see 
what it is that your Branch members want to get out of their CWL membership. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Sometimes there comes a time when a Branch realizes that they are no longer able to meet the needs of 
their members and they decide to close the Branch.  
 

This is always a sad occasion as members look back with fondness on all the activities and events they 
have enjoyed over the years, all the friends they have made, and they begin to wonder… What Now ?     
 

Recently Kingswood Branch reached this point. They have been 
a strong and faithful Branch for over 30 years.  They have  
encouraged women from their Branch to take on leadership  
roles in their Parish and in the Archdiocese. They even  
encouraged some of their younger Parishioners to start their 
own Branch of CWL, Next Gen, a Branch that suits their needs  
as young, working women.   
 

The women from Kingswood Branch held a Thanksgiving Mass  
and celebratory lunch, because there is much to celebrate about 
what they have achieved over the years.  Branch President,  
Lyn von der Borch, said things will be different now.   
They plan to meet socially and maintain their friendships.  

 

They will watch keenly the progress of Next Gen CWL, and  
of course they are always welcome to join us at  CWL Archdiocesan events.  We are very grateful for 
what CWL Kingswood has achieved over the years, and we thank them for all they have done to promote 
the ideals of Catholic Women’s League. 
 

2025 was declared as the Jubilee Year of Hope  and there were various events across the Archdiocese to 
reflect this.  CWL started our year of Hope with the beginning of year Mass,  celebrated by our much 
loved Chaplain, Fr Brian,  and hosted once again by Western Beaches Branch, this time at St Joseph’s 
Church at Brighton.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We continued the Year of Hope with some members attending the Archdiocesan Pilgrimage to Sevenhill, 
as well as the Archdiocesan Pilgrimage to Penola.   
 

CWL Members attended the Australia Day Mass at the Cathedral and were invited to carry in one of the 
flags and also take part in the Mass as readers and Offertory Procession members.   
 

CWL Members participated in the Marion Procession back in May and also helped with the tree planting 
organized by Catholic Youth and Young Adult Ministry at the Adelaide Cemetery on West Terrace.  
  

It is good for CWL to be seen participating in these Archdiocesan events and it is a great way to raise our 
profile in the community.   We are unfortunately still unheard of in many Parishes , and in other Parishes 
where people are aware of CWL,  they are surprised to hear that we are still in existence.   
 

 

 

It was a very well attended Liturgy with beautiful 
music and singing,  and we all enjoyed some 
fellowship afterwards over a light supper.   
 

This CWL Beginning of Year Mass has been a very well 
received initiative from Western Beaches Branch and 
everyone who has attended these ‘Beginning of Year 
Masses’  over the last four years has really welcomed 
the chance to get together and pray together as a 
whole Archdiocesan membership.  
We are very grateful to CWL Western Beaches for 
organising this.   
 



 

   

We do need to raise our profile and help people become aware of the great organization that CWL is.   
We distribute our Archdiocesan Newsletter to all Branches and even to some Parishes that don’t have 
Branches.   
 

We have always enjoyed a good relationship with The Southern Cross.  Richard Evans attended our first 
Archdiocesan Council meeting this year, and is attending again today.  Thank you for taking an interest in 
CWL Richard. 
Please if you have anything interesting happening in your Branches, remember to get a photo and a story 
through to Southern Cross.   If you need any help with this, please ask someone on the Executive.  
 

Our Chaplain Fr Brian, was an apology today and we were very lucky to have Geraldine step in at short 
notice to provide a Reflection for us. Thank you Geraldine. Fr Brian rarely misses a meeting and seems to 
enjoy our company and always stays on to have lunch and socialize with us.  He is very supportive of 
Catholic Women’s League as well as being a good friend of our members.  Fr Brian’s reflections this past 
year have been thought provoking as usual, we have reflected on; the need to resist temptation and not 
be led astray by social media, applause and recognition; Love one another, the Cross is the greatest 
symbol of our Christian Faith and it is also a symbol of great Love;  the gift of Faith, and fanning it with a 
flame.  Thank you Fr Brian for all your inspirational words and for spending time with us as our Chaplain. 
We really do appreciate it and love having you as part of Catholic Women’s League. 
 

At our Archdiocesan gatherings we have also heard from  a variety of Guest speakers. We had Emmy 
Smyk talk to us about the McAuley Community Care Programme out in the Western suburbs, Kelly 
Bunyon told us about the opportunities available at Compass Catholic Community in the Northern 
suburbs, and Sr Ali Roach, a case worker, gave us an insight into Catherine House here in the city. 
 

Since our last AGM,  sadly 6 of our members, or past members, have died.  Marie Jones, Mary Grave, and  
Marie Stevens were all past members of CWL who died this past year.   Elizabeth Cowell, was Branch 
Treasurer in Minlaton for 22 years and died in December after a long illness.   Kath Fabbro, a very faithful 
member, will be sadly missed at Clearview CWL Branch.  Josie Frost was at one time Archdiocesan 
President, she was also co-director of  the CWL Child Care Centre and a strong advocate for Social 
Justice.  Josie was a member at Glenelg.  We remember all of these women and the loyalty and 
friendship they have shared in their time in CWL in the Archdiocese of Adelaide. 
 

This past year we were very fortunate to have the input of Sue Sheldrick as our Archdiocesan President. 
Sue is a very busy lady. She works hard in her Parish Office,  has three beautiful Grandchildren to look 
after and of course has her role as State Treasurer.  Sue thought that was enough, but then last April at 
the AGM, she stepped up to take on the role of Archdiocesan President.  Sue herself has said it is not a 
role she has felt comfortable in, she says she is more of a numbers person, and we would all agree that 
she is a brilliant State Treasurer, but Sue, you have done a great job as Archdiocesan President.  
You have represented CWL Archdiocese on many occasions and always spoken well and put people at 
ease.  Maybe it was your first taste of a President role,  and maybe you didn’t enjoy it as much as you 
enjoy being State Treasurer,  but you can rest assured you did a good job and we are all very grateful for 
your time as Archdiocesan President.   
 

We have much to be thankful for in CWL and also much to be proud of.   
I am proud to say that I am a member of Catholic Women’s League and hopefully all Archdiocesan 
members are proud of what we have achieved this past year.   
We need to remain Hopeful, Joyful and Positive about CWL  and spread the word about Catholic 
Women’s League whenever we can. 

I am pleased to present this report 
on the activities of CWL in the Archdiocese of Adelaide in 2025. 

I hope it shows that CWL is alive and well in the Archdiocese. 
 

Sue Williams CWL Archdiocesan Secretary 
 
 
 
 



 

  

STATE TREASURER’S REPORT to COMBINED AGM 13th April 2026 
 

State Treasurer Sue Sheldrick presented an audited report for the year ended 31st December 2025, and 
used a Powerpoint presentation to explain the current state of our Finances, our investments and 
interest received. 
 

Opening Balance                                        $ 7,953,780.00 
Total Income                                               $    398,942.00 

Total Expenditure                                       $    586,750.00 
Closing Balance                                           $ 7,765,972.00 

 

Sue Sheldrick and fellow State Executive member, Denise Mc Cabe, then presented a proposal to 
members for a major donation this year.  
 

This proposal would involve CWLSA investing $1m and using the interest from that investment to fund 
two bursaries.  Sue and Denise have had discussions with Dr Neil McGoran and John Favretto at 
Catholic Education South Australia (CESA) and a draft proposal has been drawn up as follows:- 
 

The Catholic Women’s League of South Australia (CWLSA) proposes to fund student bursaries through a 
financial support program for students in Catholic schools in South Australia (Program) in partnership 
with the South Australian Commission for Catholic Schools (SACCS). With the objective of supporting the 
educational needs of eligible Catholic school students, the Program will offer circa $36,000 annually to 
Catholic school students, payable to two selected Program students as $18,000 bursaries each, with the 
bursary funds applied evenly across the educational years 10, 11 and 12 (i.e. $6,000 per year, per 
Program student). The Program’s promotion, application and selection processes will be administered by 
SACCS, pursuant to agreed rules, with the CWL approving the final applicants to receive an annual 
bursary allocation. The Program is intended to operate on an ongoing basis, subject to the CWL 
determining otherwise at any point in time.  
 

After some discussion and clarification,  a motion was passed accepting this proposal. Sue and Denise 
will follow up with CESA and hope to present the first two bursaries at the Australia Day Mass in 2027. 

_______________ 
 
Sue Sheldrick then presented the second proposal for a new major donation in 2026.  This is for a  
one-off donation of $100,000 to Cottages 4 Country Care, a registered Charity that helps provide 
affordable accommodation for country people having to stay in Adelaide to receive medical treatment. 
This proposal answers members’ requests that we support country people as well as city ventures. Sue 
presented background information about the Charity, the challenges they face, and how this donation 
would help. 
 

After some discussion and questions, a motion was then passed approving this second proposal. 
 

Sue Sheldrick 

CWLSA State Treasurer 

 

Cottages 4 Country Care website:-   https://cottages4countrycare.org.au 

 

https://cottages4countrycare.org.au/


 

   

ARCHDIOCESAN TREASURER’S REPORT to COMBINED AGM 13th April 2026 
 

Archdiocesan Treasurer Pat Murphy  
presented an audited report  

for the year ended 31st December 2025 
 

Term Deposit @ 3.9% maturing 2/9/2026  $ 20,000.00  
Cheque Account      $   8,149.50 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

NATIONAL COUNCIL Of WOMEN   (NCW)  
 

 
The National Council of Women meet every 2nd Thursday of the month.  
The majority of their meetings are held in their building at 95 South Terrace  
Adelaide at 7pm. All meetings are also available on zoom, with the July and  
August meeting only available online. 
 

The first meeting in February a guest speaker from Vinnies spoke about  
‘Home Share’. A project for women over 55, who need a home, in the  
Adelaide area, to house share with women, who own their own home but  
need help with household duties to stay in their home. 
 

Meetings include fundraisers for Zonta Club at their Adelaide Hills Expo and 
in September the Soroptimist International held a soup night. It was well  
attended with three very tasty soups. 
 

The AGM was held in October. Police Commissioner Grant Stevens was the guest speaker and 
addressed the inequality of women to men in the police force. They have tried to even up the numbers 
but they didn’t have enough females apply for the cadetships.  
 

NCW lobby the government on women’s issues and at the Triennial meeting in 2024 four resolutions 
were passed, that included ‘Deepfake Prevention’, Ethical AI Guidelines’. ‘Gender Equity in Technology’ 
and that ‘Women’s Economic Sustainability Must Start in early years’.  
 

The meetings always discuss women’s issues, from gender equality in the work force, how to increase 
awareness in domestic violence, how to help women without a voice. 
 

The year ends with a Christmas Dinner but often it corresponds with CWL Christmas dinners.  
I will always choose CWL. 
 

Sue Sheldrick 
CWLSA Rep to NCW 
 

____________________________________________________ 
 

CWLSA STATE CONFERENCE 2026 
 

CWLSA plans to hold a State Conference in October this year.  

If anyone has any suggestions for interesting guest speakers,  

please contact  cwlsasecretary@gmail before the end of May. 
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WUCWO, with the help of all our members, continues working on its 6  
resolutions agreed at the General Assembly in 2023.   

(Synodality, World Women’s Observatory, Laudato Si/Ecology,  
Family Love, Religious Freedom, Migrants & Refugees).  

 

The 2025 Annual WUCWO Board Meeting was held in Rome in May/June.  
Along with the week-long business agenda, formation and decision making,  
we received a spiritual boost in this Jubilee Year of Hope with a guided  
pilgrimage through the Holy Door of the Basilica of Saint Paul Outside the Walls.   
In my own time I also went through two further Holy Doors – St Peters Basilica  
(Vatican) and Saint Mary Major (praying at the tomb of St Francis).  We had the 
privilege of VIP seats at two Jubilee Masses in Vatican square and some of us attended and participated in 
an international conference organised by FAFCE – Federation of Catholic Family Associations in Europe.  
 

In September, the Australian CWLA hosted the WUCWO Regional Conference in Sydney. It was attended 
by 113 women from 9 different countries. Excellent guest speakers talked about issues related to 
WUCWO’s resolutions and progress reports from all the member countries of our region. A highlight was 
the Conversations in the Spirit where women spent dedicated time listening, sharing and learning from 
one another.  
 

WUCWO have reviewed their communications and made changes to take us into the future including 
unveiling a new logo. The online digital magazine is certainly worth subscribing to. Here is the link to the 
sample of the magazine that you can subscribe to (cheaper than the paper version) 
https://wucwo.org/en/3d-flip-book/magazine-69-march-2025/. Reading this gives you the connection to 
our international work and our sisters on this WUCWO mission. 
 

I am on the WUCWO Finance Committee, and the leader of the Integral Ecology Group.  Financially, 
WUCWO needs more sustainable income. With just one major donor, we have most of our ‘eggs in one 
basket’ as the saying goes. Our income from membership fees is really very minimal – not even covering 
the wages of our 2 official staff members. Therefore, we need to make more effort to communicate this 
to our members so that we can generate increased income and have a stable future. Our reach, our Voice 
and our influence, as an organisation  - a women’s organisation - within the Catholic Church, is growing 
and we wish to continue this into the future. Therefore WUCWO Day, 13th May, will develop as both a day 
of prayer but also as a time of fundraising for its work.  
 

The Integral Ecology work, particularly the tree planting campaign has been well supported in Australia – 
here in SA we have funded the trees at a planting event organised by COYYA (the Catholic Office for Youth 
& Young Adults) with 150+ students from Catholic Schools participating. Malawi is the country most 
actively contributing to the campaign.  
 

WUCWO President General, Monica Santamarina, has been appointed as Consultor to the Vatican’s 
Dicastery for Interreligious Dialogue.  
 

There is an online Board Meeting this April that I will be participating in and potentially an in-person 
meeting in Malta in October.  The WUCWO General Assembly will be held in Spain in May/June 2027.  
I urge CWLSA members to begin fundraising or saving your $ to attend if you can – it really is a 
lifechanging event.      
 

I continue to feel blessed to be able to represent you in this role.  

Karen de Sousa 
State International Secretary 
 
     
 
 

 

 

World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations  

Report  - CWLSA AGM 13th April 2026 

 

https://wucwo.org/en/3d-flip-book/magazine-69-march-2025/


 

  

 

THE TRAVELLERS’ AID SOCIETY IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. 
 

Barbara Mott is CWLSA Rep on Travellers’ Aid Society, and she has forwarded the 
Travellers’ Aid Society President’s report from their AGM held on 10th Sept 2025. 
 

 

“The activities for the year started slowly due to the continuing effects of the 
previous years’ health problems within the SA community.  Welfare payments  
and enquiries have not picked up as anticipated, with a plateauing of these  
enquiries as well. 
 

As our Welfare payments are not up to expectations, we gave donations to local  
agencies that we deal with regularly, viz. Adelaide Day Centre, Hutt Street Centre,  
and Catherine House. Donations to these charities for the year 2024/2025 have  
totalled $30,000. 
 

Also, without the rest of us, the office and general running of the Society would not happen, thank you to 
Rae, Barry, Leonie, and Malcolm and Barb for your support during the past year. 
 

As our numbers have diminished markedly, our monthly meetings are now held at the Office followed by 
further discussions and refreshments at the Guardsman Café in the Station Concourse. 
 

An appreciative thanks also goes to Silvers Auto for their generous help in supplying fuel via our payment 
system. 
 

We are continually having trouble with arrangements for interstate travel. Changes in procedures of bus 
companies have made our involvement more difficult due to our restrictions in payment methods eg 
cheques are now not accepted by the companies. This has been solved in part by agencies making a direct 
full payments of fares, with Travellers Aid reimbursing our share to the agency by cheque. 
 

We continue to enjoy the patronage of the Governor’s partner, Mr Rod Bunten, with the various 
invitations received. 
 

I also note the passing of our esteemed friend of Travellers Aid, Miss Erica Cox. Erica was a long serving 
committee representative of the Victoria League. David Searles President 10th September 2025” 
 

Barbara added that, ‘We closed the TAS office on 11th December and reopened in early February’ 
 

Barbara Mott. 
CWLSA Rep. To Travellers’ Aid Society  (TAS) in SA Inc.  
 

__________________________________________ 
 

 

NEXT CWLSA STATE COUNCIL MEETING  
 

will be held in Loxton on Wednesday 14th October. 
 

All CWL Members in South Australia are invited to attend. 
 

More details to follow. 
 
 

 

 

 



  

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE REPORT 
CWLSA AGM APRIL 2026  

 
This is my first report as part of the State Executive of CWLSA.   
This role of providing and sharing information on social justice issues 
is an interesting one.  
 

I have found this role to be very different to how I might report on  
community issues.  These community needs are affecting and  
surrounding women, children, health and mental health.  Our faith  
and community response to how we see people is very important.   
It can be a challenge of how we see each individual person, the situations 
the person may be experiencing and the show of our compassion,  
respect  and dignity - not just fundraising.  But raising the hand for rights 
and wellbeing.  
 

I’ll only focus on a couple of areas that have influenced many members in different ways, but opened the 
opportunity of sharing CWLSA funds, and awareness of future pathways and supports that we can be a 
part.   
 

On Wednesday 13th August 2025 - launch of the 2025 Australian Catholic Bishops Social Justice Statement 
“Signs of Hope on the Edge: Serving People Living in Homelessness and Mental Ill-Health”.   
 

The launch was held at Louise Place and co-hosted by the Adelaide Archdiocese and Centacare Catholic 
Community Services. Guest speaker: Megan Welsh Executive Manager | Domestic Violence, 
Homelessness & Youth Services Centacare Catholic Community Services.  This event features Centacare’s 
work with people experiencing homelessness.   
 

The event being held at Louise Place was a great way to see one of Centacare’s works, and what it offers 
in this space - accommodation and support to young parents (aged up to 25) and their children, who are 
experiencing or are at risk of homelessness.  Other sites are being used, but of course, addresses are not 
shared, due to privacy of those receiving supports. It was here that it was also found front gates are 
needed to security of the women, children living at the site and their support staff.  
 

Another project that has been “talk of the city” is the incredible Catherine House.  This project is not just a 
project but is now extending their community support. This development replaces ageing facilities and 
consolidates operations into a single integrated site, improving operational efficiency and strengthening 
coordination between housing, mental health, education, and employment support services.  
 

Catherine House shared the following statistics:  
 

• 35% increase in women supported in 2025 
 

• 266,832 hours of professional support were provided to women throughout crisis and longer-term 
accommodation services 

 

• 1,925 attendances were recorded at our Women’s Centre offering wellbeing, education and 
employment support 

 

• 37,000 meals provided across our accommodation program 
 

• 70% of women exited to secure housing, well above the national average of homelessness services 
across Australia 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
As many of us are aware gender equality is still in the forefront of society.  It will be good to see more on 
this, particularly the judicial system and how better to support women.  And women needing support 
when experiencing violence including in their own homes.   
 

Another impressive milestone in supporting people is Homefulness: 70 Years Hutt Street Centre.  With 
this milestone is a new project with Hutt Street setting up services for women who are homeless – I will 
provide more on this as the project progresses.   
 

Raising Literacy; and education supports came 
the interaction with Compass Catholic  
Community.  This is a very special community  
in supporting young people aged 17 – 24 to  
achieve an education and entry into VET,  
employment and further study opportunities  
 - providing the pathway for a better future.  
 

Many of us have been fortunate to have an 
education, employment and access to services, 
even though at times may have had its  
challenges.  Social justice starts with education  
and without education it is difficult for anyone  
to navigate many paths in our lives.  Our view  
that in Australia everyone should have access  
to education, employment, health care and more.  
 

Thank you for your patience in exploring this role further and to share information in the future.  I would 
like to think that we hold a “reflective” ear to the needs of people in situations that have not been entirely 
in their control placing themselves, possibly their children, and/or other family members at extreme risk, 
distress and in need of emergency or immediate care. 
 

 

Janet Videon  
CWLSA Exec – Social Justice 
 
 
 

  

CWLSA State Executive Contact Details 
 
State President:  Sue Williams  songvaarsue@msn.com  0466 184 788 
Vice President:  Anne Marie Clark clarkcjam1@bigpond.com  0427 604 992 
Vice President:  Barbara Mott  barbyrussell@gmail.com  0408 290 229 
State Secretary:  POSITION VACANT cwlsasecretary@gmail.com   
State Treasurer:  Sue Sheldrick              suesheldrick63@gmail.com              0417 819 432 
State Committee:   Philomena Jeffrey phil.jeffrey@internode.on.net 0437 063 303 
State Committee:   Janet Videon  Janet.Videon@sa.gov.au  0413 473 092 
State Committee:  Denise McCabe denmccabe47@gmail.com  0438 378 301 
State Committee:  Jane Scott  janescottnz@gmail.com  0447 774 628 
State Committee:  Linda Gill  1956lindag@gmail.com   0401 296 936 
WUCWO/International Sec. Karen de Sousa kazdesousa@gmailcom  0448 890 515 

 
Awards Celebration at Compass Catholic Community 
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